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am glad you got ſafe to Edinburgh, and that you tell mo 
the Parliament is now met: And though you know 
my Buſineſs is not, nor do I much medle in the Af- 


© * 


ue and ask my Opinion concerning the intended Union 


of the Two Kingdoms, I ſhall not | altogether Decline Obedi- 


ence to your Commands, nor interupt your better 2 4 
by any prolix Argumentation, but plainly and. impartially tell 
you, that I wiſh;nothing more than the Proſperity and Wellfare.. 
of my Country, and know no better means to Procure the ame, 
than by Uniting, on ſuch, Honourable and Advantageous terms, 
as are ſaid. to have been Agreed, to in the late Treaty; Which 
you ſay was Read in Parliament, and Ordered to be Publiſhed 
for the Satisfaction of the whole, Nation, who ought in grati- 
tude to honour, the . Perſons. and, Memory of thoſe, whe. ſo 
Taduftrioaſ) and Indefatigably- beſtir d. themſelyes: to' procure * 

And this I ſay, without any Byaſs or Obligation to a- 
ny Party; For you know, I have not the honour to ſhare in 
9 Pibber Management, or ever Enjoyed any cher ret 
from he, Government, but what is.comman $0 all my Fellow: 

JEcts. n : . 7 
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them. 


einne eee nern trend da yea Irie: rt 2. 

I need: not tell you the Unhappineſs of both Nations for ma®= 
ny Ages, of Feuds, Rapins, Open-Wars and Devaſtations, and 
and the many. Unſucceſsful Attempts, made towards a Hap 
Union, till ſo Great and Good a Deſiga ſhould be Periedics 
and Accompliſhed in the Days of a Queen, ho is as Fortaida-' 
ble to Her Enemies, by Her Victorious Arms, as She's LG A= 
of Her Subjects, for the benign Influences of Her Government. 
Now, inſtead of theſe Calamities, let us Conſider what our: 
Hopes and ExpeQations may. be from tie. Union of this Twas 
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fairs of State, yet ſince you honour me ſo far, as to va- 
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Nations in one 1 one Head, and ] oin'd i in the Tame 
_— eck. TP pr 
Anc as to, Relinio ne great. Happineſs of * Maud 
-— 1 that' e very eufly gon, Oo 55 Principles of Chriſtianit 
| which are 'now Tau t and Eſtahliſſied Bray us, Reformed 
from the Novelties And Superſtitions of the Church. of Rome. 
_ Arid tough dur Fatal Diviſtons about the Tefs Fiſential Parts of 
_ Religion, are gene ns ſtall prejpdice, tothe Peace and Quiet 
- of e Church and Sate of both Nations; Vet, by God's bleſ- 
ins; it hath been preſerved againſt all the ſecret mackinations 
open deſigns e of its Enemies: and, by a firm Union of the 
En EA may og to be che 'Br tk of the the Prote- 
r 1 '7 VII 
; rain the differdnt Views anffIncourige- 
= may have from it, butin the gene- 
are hereby Secured againſt the com. 
7 ines e e We 
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ons, is evident from this, that hereby are ps ek an 
made common the pr 1 "Benefits, and Product of both King - 
dont, And. by uch an! Igt EPR NY ral aden 
ee 

Vic e for his Fami 1 
veniency' of aui and our Sa are 1 gn 2 
pea jen Fiſhes, which offer 9 at certain Seafohs t0 
onthe” g2pd yet are neglected, thought the a Es 
mi 1 ae fore any Teen Whig pe 
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But then by a Union, . we are” ene! of peace; one « erde 


reateſt, of Blanes, None that know ag e 2 

rx, can he ignorant, how fatal the" 4755 ent Wan berherr 
the two Nätions-were tb both, and fat Detalfgcht 
Depredations were daily. committed. * can * 2 
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more — ets, 8 [EF Michiel ho the future, Th 
an Union:? When of one we ſhall be. two People, have che 
- fame common Cauſe and Intereſt to purſue: No longer in- 
5 * d by foreign States, to the Deſtruction of one another, 
but be able to ſtand our, BEA, their Inſults; and our 
Alland. be one of. choſe fortunate. ones which. no Enemy dares 
penetrate... Every: body. will allow that. Britain produces as 
7 3 Men, for Arts and Arms, as Europe can afford; and 
-diſtinguiſht. rhemſelves fo. Honourably in all the late 


Actions abroad, that tis: to be hop'd the very name of our 


| - United. Hand may ſtrick: an awe. and dread on the proudeſt 


ot our Nighbours. 

I da not ſay that by an Union an degrees of Diſcord and 
Viſſention 45 be prevented: For as in the humane ſo in the 
8 opolitick Body, Some unnatural Ferments and Convulſions 
--May-ariſe, which by the direction of a skilful Phyſician may 

he Corrected: But 158 Danger is. greater, when a cruel Ene- 
my 1 with Frog: in hand, and 8 Woo Mer- 
to ſtab it to the Heart. In a Family there may happen 
„ quarrels and diviſions among the Domeſticks, which yet ha- 
ard not the Houſe ſo much, as when it is aſfauſted by Ruf 
ans and Robbers, ready to cut the Throats of both. Maſter 
and Servants. And thereſore when our Iſland becomes one 
Body or one common Family, every Part and Member of it 
_ - will contribute. to the Gaod and Faleyiof the Whole. 
Ia a word, Sir, a Union has been. eyer thought /{0 much 
© forthe Peace and Safety of; Britaiv, and To often attempted, 
that it's to contradict common Senſe, and the. voice of Man. 
Kind ta deny it. And therefore Ia prehend the Miſtakes that 
are About it. proceed from ſome bf 5 Cauſe, and fall chari- 
N ſe the LIppoſers, of it to have no other worſe De. 
n and. View, than that they, CanFaye. it not entirely 111 the 
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But if tl 5 will apa FATE to Reaſon cally, ad 
without Prejudice, they will find that if the whole Hand 
Gain by it, then Scotland muſt have its ſhare of the Advantage, 
and be in a quite other condition of Thriveing than it is at prx- 


ſent. No doubt England expects Benefit by it, and we have 
no reafon to grudge it, if Scorlaud get more than the equiva- 
Jent. England ſecures an old aud dangerous Enemy to be 
their Friend, and thereby peace at Home, and in more fafe- 
ty to 3 0 on Deſigns abroad. Scotland will not be allarm d 
by the Threatnings of a powerful and rich Neighbour, nor 
ſo eaſily put under the yoke of a foreign Enemy. EH 
gains à conſiderable addition of brave and courageous Ken, 
to their Fleet, Armies and Plantations : and we ſecured b 

their Protection, and inriched” by their Labouts. We fe: 
dur Commodities and uſeful Manufactures to them, and have 
Maney or other Neceſſaries remitted to us. They have fres 
acceſs to all our Seas and Ports, are capable of all Priviteges 
of Burgers or Citizens: and we the fame among them, can 
plant Colonies at a cheaper Rate, and with more 5 
than formerly ; will ſee our Artificers improve, and our Land 


better Cultivated and Manur ld. 
But though we could not reckon thir Advantages hy ir. 
and many. others which I omit, this one conſideration ay 
be of ſome moment, that by it we may, and by all proba. 
bility, will be in a better, bit can be in no wore Conditiot 
than we haye been for many Years paſt, and without it, ma 
be in worte. -It's a general complaint, that fince our King's © 
Jived in England, our States-Men have been obliged to 80 
there fot' the Affairs of the Nation, and many drawn -after 
them by hopes of Preferment, and others by Idleneſs and 
vain Curioſity, whereby this Kingdom has been ſenſibly 
drain'd of Money, and our Affairs brought under the iaflu- 
encè of others, Who had no right to determine in them. Al 
this muſt be acknowledged to have been, and will a 
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. 
"EY as long as we are two Bodies under one ee or tw o 
Lingdoms. With different Intereſts, and fo Yaſtly Uſfpropor. 
| IE} in Strength and Riches.” 'For, cañ it be Ifen 

Tippos'd or expected, but that, N 5 all the" F31r#taljony an 
| Precautions the wileſt Parliam n 121 - TK vp cake oft f 
19 255 Kingdoms, under one 188850 Sd. 
Fo When: their Tatereſts run croſs? Us . 108 IT 8 
„ Ibis has been our Caſe for many Ye "iy and 5c r have 
1 of remeding all thoſe Griv 5 0 and pre- 
Venting the hazard and miſchiefs of A Civil Wi ich ma! 
end in our kg 170 and 0 Sue 07 FA H nourable 
. And advantage U e whic I Peri 1 never" be prd 
. dur d bees, hs neyer. ſo much Witt for When Fat: 1 
Do, caſion. i i og loſt. And t to tell” ou io 1717 75 ts  ingenuouſ] 
=— 225 Circumſtances now and as we 
1 4 8 Neighbours A broad ikke Ther ny aeg e oy 
den to this Alternative, Ne ts Aion. \ wit h Peace and | 

de with Slayery and Poyerty. 

5 e 0 things, more at length wen oo 
Why ae 891 ex. theke ſh ould be: any found, to "Pp dfe g. 

J 0 good a 91 And yet in the n 5 e 
Hiean 8 A N Sie of 0 f'rhis, or d 
rent Reaſons and Accounts. 
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Presbyterians may be encouraged with the hopes of ſo much 
good. en it, by think there ſhould be n Ae ta: "thus: 
Hea ? 
Others, -beficles"Roman' Gatholicks, 1 have no other 5 

| Cen but to raiſe their Fortunes on the ruins of the Governs! 
ment, and of all that's Sacred and Civil amongſt us; ery out 
no Union, nor will hear of the ſame Succeſſor with Way 2 

having their Eyes on another, whom though they Name 

yet tis eaſy to gueſs whom they mean; but not ſo caſy to rk 

thom their: Realöns and Inducements. If they be true Hear! 

ted Scotſineu, they will not ſtrive to advance the Intereſt ok 

1 an Prince, to the diſadvantage of their Country. And to- 

u "yg romote any to the Throne of Britain, is plainly to leavr 
Scotland!" in ile fame lurch and circumſtances, wherein we” 

have complainid it to have been thoſe many Vears bypaſt. 

Metius exilium eſt tili, uam. redituciſte's 2 alien exilax,” 

-7a0"Pedebis. Seneca in Theb. 761 © 

A third ſort of Men, tho no declard aa to an Unten“ 

but ſeem to wiſh it, yet muſt be ſtill quarrelling at ſomething; 

and alledge, all things were not carrie on, in the late Freds. 

ty, ——. Honour and Advantage of Scorland: For no other 

renſon, I ſuppoſe, but becauſe they were not calbd to it, & 
rather that they envy! the Honour of thoſe Who were 0 In. 


ſtrumental in procuring ſo ene To hom Tn 
ap phy char of the Poet, nor wniv ond 3 hy: 
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more a Parliament in OF To be Repreſented by a few 
Delegates'in'a Britiſb Parliament: No more the Name of the 
Ancient Kingdom: our Noblemen and Peers to löſf their 
Birth Right: And a great deal more to this purpoſe: Which 
are only ſpecious Pretences and plauſible Arguments, to 
ſtartle ſuch, who, not underſtanding the Reaſons and Cauſes 

of Things; are eaſily impoſed on to entertain groundieſs Jea- 
leuſies, and be frighted with Words. 
Von know, Sir, that on all Occaſions the private life and 
Capacity I am in, give me, I have appear'd, and ſtill am, as. 
much as any Scotſinan, for aſſerting the Honour, Iudepen- 
dency and Rights of my Country; and am not inſenſible of 
the Attempts made upon them, nor of the hazard. wherein 

they may be hereafter, if we take not right Meaſures to: pre- ; 
venttit. Our Eyes are now open'd, to fee: the Error of ſeru- + 
ing up the Prerogative ſo high; to which both the conten- 

ding Parties amonſt us gave their Hands by turns. For, as 

the Government either faudur d or protected them, they were 

ready to go into the Meaſures of it. And thoughꝭ much has 

Been ſaid and done in the late Parliaments, to recover our 

Rights and Liberties; yet nothing in my opinion can more Hh 

effectually ſecure them to the benefit of the Nation in gene- ie 

ral than: an honourable Union, as it's now — — > | 
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in e are to meet our Neighbours but half way, Whecomę - 
with equal Conceſſions, and ſeruple not the alterationoof 
Names and Words, when the thing is ſtill the ſam. f 
Sal not trouble you with a particular anſwer to the Ob- 
jections. here hinted at, knowing you ta be too wiſe tai pen 5 
ceive any weight or ſolidity in them. For when they are 
managed with-attthe. Art and Force their Formers cn ge 
them, they are not to be laid in the Balance, nor- Will have 


any proportion to the univerfal good and benefit of the Na- 

tion Hus it not- been the general wifh'of all Scotſmen, to be 
in pther Terms and Circumſtances with Er art than W 
Of. nnr 121 10 bn bu qu vg OI SORT VE en 
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| dees for many Years? And: now when we are in a - fair Way-of | 
being ſo, to 2 91 it is no ſmall degree of Fickleneſs and Ta- is 
conſtancy. | 
iT reckon our Sovereignty = Independency to, be more zl. 
ſertedi in this Union, and by the Treaty about it intended, than 
we have had the occaſion to do of a long time: And if we were 
to yeild it upon the account of any falſe or pretended Saperi- 
ority over Scotland by England, or any other Nation whatſoe- 
ver; I think no honeſt Scozfmar, but would proteſt againſt it: 
7 Or if any fuch Conve yance or. Submiſſion were intended as 
Was md by Balliol to the Engliſh, and offer d by Queen Mary 
to the French in a ſecret Article of her Marriage with the 
then Dauphin of France, dated the 4th of April 1557, as it's to 
be found at large in Recueil de Traitez &c. x 2 p. 10. 
But niere two Nations equally Free and Independent one of 
another, are willing to become One, under one ane | 
not regarding old Names by which they were diſtinguiſht 

but as they arc Inhabitants of one Iſland, fo ta go under the 
tommon Name of it: And though there were never another 
Parliament to meet at Edinbur b, what's the 66s, if our Laws 
and Liberties be. preſerv'd in one elſe - where? And who 
Knows but the reaſons of State and Government, may occa- 
ſion fome Parliaments to fit in this Northern partof our Iſle? 

For, I ſuppoſe it will be made no neceſſary qualification of a 
Britiſh Parliament, that it ſhould always meet at Load. 

And tho this part of Brittain had fewer Repreſentatives, thin 
ure ſaid to be-agreed to in the Treaty, yet we are not to fear 
the worſe Treatment for that, no more than the Cify of 

London does, which ſends no more Members, than a Town 
not ſo large by the hundred part. For, by an Union, we are 
no more two but one Body, and who will hurt his own Fleſh? 
\T confeſs, of all ranks and degrees of Men amongſt us, our 
Noblemen have the moſt to object, who ſ:em to be debard 
from the Privilege of their Peerage; and yet * Baron 3 | 
Þ ve 
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kave the fame pretence in a Scors Parliament. © But it c to 
bop, their Lordſhips will not lay their perſonal Rights and 
Pretenſions in the ballance with the good of the whole Natiom 
And T fee no lofs their, Families will ſuffer by their keepin 
at. Home, when the Expences of a Parliament Journey, may 
be-more than many of them can well bear. 
" You know with what ſeveriry and rigidneſs many of our Tonents ard 
treated by their Lords and Lairds and wouldiit not be a mighty relief to 
mem so de freed from tuch Tyrany, and. equally beneficial td the. Nat ion 
n have the Art of improving Land, and many other things introduc'd a- 
 manpſt w, which I hope will be the conſequence of a happy Unſond Mhat 
Ait thit has made ſo much ods betwixt Seb land and Rglaud, in the: Riches 
the People, and Product of the Greund, but their Trade and 1 5 N 
52 
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Ang what has more hindred qur Thriving. therein, than the exaCtion 
many Maſters upon theit Tenants and Servants? Our Land: is generally 
.mackt and over-valued in the Rent, and the Leaſes given for ſo ſhort a tima, 
ar che Tenants are no ways encourag d to Improvę it, either to their /own 
onMaſters advantage, nor can hardly gain a tolerable Laying by their Tojl 
uud Labour: Whereas every body that knows any thing ot Exglend; fees 
tie contrary there, and may expect to ſee if among our ſelves, by ſucha 
-COMMmUNication as wall attend an Unions © © 573-4552 2$:a0dq 
-;Enerd ſay nothing of the encouragement. our Merchants and Trading 
Nen have to joyn cordially in it, they of all others having the faireſt hopes 
ek being Gainers, not only by an open and free Frade, bur in Company and 
_ cieties with'others, who will infallibly de invited to come and [lie a- 
__ - maingſtzus, by the convenient ſituat; en of our Ports to karge Pages, and 
tue great beneſit. to ba. made by the Fiſhing, in our Seas; and What advan- 
| N will be to us, I leave you to 5 e 
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Rus, Sir, I have very briefly and ie iven you my thoughts f 
amtmon, withort any pa rticulax expectathm of adyantage. to My. SEE 
Aich ib drey ſeem Juſt and Reafofable, you can improve in your Public 
Gcaſions; and it [ err.or miltake, 1 hope you'll ſhew me wherein,;>For] 
_- Kay write th one whois notatted and led by the [LIBS oF Parties 
et Fackions, but by ſolid Reaſon, and the true Intereſt of. our Country, to 
Which Evow my. felt a hearty well wWiſher, andaa mm 
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